
 

 

Dear Residents, 

The working group for the proposed 175 Wynford Dr. development has completed all five sessions. As 

well, we had an extra meeting with Councillor Minnan-Wong to discuss our area’s community facilities 

and services.  Here is an update and some of my thoughts as to where we are today. 

The Developer: 

As yet he has not come back to us re any changes, flexibility or compromises to his original design 

proposal. Throughout the meetings he remained silent and the architect admitted he would need 

authorization to contemplate any variation to the presented plans. The Developer believes this is a 

complete community and so can have increased height and density. We strongly disagree since so many 

of our daily tasks involve a car not just easy public transit, walking or cycling. We believe he will willingly 

see this process all the way to an Ontario Land Tribunal  hearing This body replaces the former Ontario 

Municipal Board..  

 

The City: 

The City certainly seems to be on our side with respect to the height, density and overall size of the 

proposal and probably will oppose the sheer extent of the development. Kathryn Moore, the planner 

has questioned several aspects of the proposal during the sessions. This application is under appeal and 

therefore City planners cannot offer opinions or recommend changes.  The next steps include a case 

management conference, letter of direction, mediation etc. leading up to an official OLT hearing.  

We differ from the City with respect to  community services and facilities. Our area has traditionally 

been viewed as an infill or feeder community. Our present population of 8000 including the Palisades 

has very few local amenities. If just this development plus the proposed one at 10/12 Concorde Place 

are built as planned,   the potential population will exceed 24,000.   no further community services are 

planned at this point. We must be seen as a unique entity and strive towards becoming a “complete 

community”. “Complete communities” are being encouraged by the City when approving new 

developments often with potentially smaller populations than ours will be  and include such aspects as 

indoor and outdoor community spaces, usable parks, wider sidewalks, cycle lanes. 

 

Our Councillor: 

I strongly believe we need Councillor Minnan-Wong openly on our side to accomplish any of this. I have 

followed both Councillors Josh Matlow and Jay Robinson for several years and see how influential they 

have been with all the high rise developments in Leaside and Yonge Eglinton areas. They worked with 

resident groups and negotiated with the developers so that compromises were made especially 

involving community amenities. Certainly our Councillor is opposed to the height and density of the 

proposal but to what extent? At the final session the Councillor was asked to work with us in creating at 

least  one local indoor community space, designing a usable and active area park, and, looking at 

perhaps beginning programmes to fit our needs. At present we are assigned to the community hub at 

Flemingdon Park and to the future one on the Celestica site. Both these community centers are at least 

1.6 kilometers from our building- a bus ride or a very long walk for our residents. Community spaces in 



 

 

our immediate area will meet our residents needs more effectively. We want him to no longer view us 

as just a feeder community.  

We want the Section 37 community benefits fees that the developer pays to be used in our local area 

and not just to help upgrade the Dennis Timbrell Centre, further finance the Celestica hub, or help with 

other Ward 16 amenities. 

 

The working group: 

Several of us would like to remain as a group focusing only on development issues and participating in 

the focused area study which should begin in a few months. 

The Don Mills Residents Assoc. is adding moral support to our fight but is involved in its own court battle 

with the City at this point. 

 

Further Development Updates 

The Noor Centre at 123 Wynford Dr. has been sold to a developer but no development application has 

been submitted to date.  

1 Mc.  Donald Place was the site for surveyors and trucks over the Xmas period. We did question City 

officials but no development applications had been received by the City. 

10-12 Concorde Place, 1-3 Concorde Gate - We have now been advised by our Councillor that this 

development has also been appealed to the OLT.  No further information has been received relating to 

the Terms of Reference for the Focused Area Study. The City is undertaking to hire an Urban Planner to 

oversee this Study. In addition, we have not been advised of any Community Consultation Meeting or of 

the formation of any Working Group for this development. 

 

Where to from here: 

I think the time has come for a broad  area wide approach since the next stage in proceedings will soon 

emerge. Each building is on its own at present and it’s time we became more unified. We are all fighting 

for the same result but the approach, the message to residents and actions taken are all different 

depending upon the building.  A framework of an area vision is in progress by our group with 

contributions from everyone. A goal is to distribute to all building residents. This is also good prep for 

our input into the focused area study. 

 

The whole idea of fundraising is beginning to surface. The amounts involved could be large depending 

upon the course of action taken. Upwards of $75,000 is potentially possible and will have to come from 

area residents in the form of $25.00 DMRI memberships or individual direct donations to our cause. 

These are just thoughts but a more detailed analysis is being discussed. 



 

 

 

For those of you that are interested, a letter to our Councillor regarding additional community services 

and facilities  would be an effective tool. The facts and figures show that we should  potentially be a 

“Complete Community” and must work towards becoming one. 

 

Arlene Mawson #1607 


